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Dear Bay Haven Students and Parents, 

 

Welcome to the Bay Haven School of Basics Plus!  We hope 

this handbook serves as an informational guide and          

answers your questions regarding policies, procedures, 

rules and regulations.  We hope you share in the genuine 

excitement that has been generated from our unique         

program. 

 

We are striving to do the very best job possible to provide a 

quality education for each and every Basics Plus student.  

The contractual commitments are something we take very 

seriously.  The strength and unifying ingredient of Bay     

Haven School is our mutual commitment involving            

students, teachers and parents.  By working together, we 

can accomplish tremendous things. 

 

Please, never hesitate to call us at 941-359-5800 for any 

school related information.  Remember, Bay Haven is our 

school, and we need your ideas, suggestions, constructive 

criticisms and positive input.  If you want to volunteer or 

just come by for a visit, you are always welcome.  We look 

forward to working with you and we know you will             

understand why we think Bay Haven is “A Bright Spot By 

The Bay.” 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bay Haven Staff 



Bay Haven School  

of Basics Plus 

2901 West Tamiami Circle 

Sarasota, FL 34234 

Phone (941) 359-5800 

Fax (941) 359-5694 

 

Principal: 

Chad Erickson 

 

Assistant Principal: 

Jennifer Kahler 

 

Administrative Assistant: 

Tracy Bretoi 

 

Counselor: 

Tammy Blake 

 

E.S.E. Liaison: 

Tiffany Sheffield  

 

Bookkeeper: 

Stephanie Dominguez 

 

Registrar: 

Omar Pimienta Martinez 

 

Receptionist/Attendance: 

Liz McGowan  

 

Clinic: 

Millard Gill & 

Lora Lechmanick, Co. Health 

Nurse 

 

Child Care: 

Christa McCarthy 

 

Cafeteria: 
Arlene Nieves—359-5804 

 

Transportation Phone #: 
486-2141 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

TO REMEMBER 

 

PTO Meeting Dates 

(Mandatory Meetings) 

TBD 

 

Bay Haven Office Hours: 
 

Opening Time: 

 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Closing Time: 

 

4:30 p.m. 
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School Vision 
At Bay Haven School of Basics Plus, all students will grow aca-

demically, physically, and emotionally in a caring, engaging 

and structured environment. 

 

School Mission 
Bay Haven School of Basics Plus provides an engaging educa-

tional environment through the collaboration of staff, students, 

families and community.  This engagement is maintained 

through written contract commitments, family partnership, ded-

icated staff and a supportive PTO.  

 

Philosophy 

Bay Haven School of Basics Plus is based on the premise that 

each and every child learns best in an orderly and highly    

structured environment.  Every effort is made to ensure        

competence in Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies,  

Science, Fine Arts, Technology, and an understanding and    

appreciation of Physical Education.  Accommodations are made 

to meet individual student’s needs so that grade level             

expectations will be met. 

The written commitments to Basics Plus made by educators, 

families, and students are the most significant factors in setting 

the tone of the school.  The commitment contract, in itself,      

fosters attitudes of responsibility, as well as awareness that high 

standards have been set for academic and behavioral             

excellence. 

Bay Haven School of Basics Plus recognizes the importance of 

promoting a positive self-image.  The combination of educators, 

parents, and students  working to-

gether creates an environment in 

which every child will have the op-

portunity to be a winner every day.  

We maintain high expectations for all 

students to grow academically,    

physically, and emotionally. 
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GOALS 

The goals of Bay Haven School of Basics Plus 

are to work with the school community in an 

environment which will foster a positive self-

image and self-concept and to assist students 

in achieving a high level of proficiency in the 

following areas: 

 

The ability to read, write and comprehend at grade level utiliz-

ing a variety of media and formats. 

The ability to analyze, problem solve, compute and persevere 

through challenging concepts.  

The ability to participate in classroom conversation which in-

cludes collaboration, debate, discussion and active listening.  

The ability to appreciate other cultures and an understanding 

and appreciation of the fine arts. 

The ability to access and utilize current technology applications 

to enhance learning. 

An understanding of physical movement and a lifelong base of 

wellness and physical fitness. 

A self-awareness of emotions, practice positive peer relation-

ship skills and an understanding of strategies to access support 

if needed.  

 

The School Board of Sarasota County, Florida is committed to 

the philosophy and goals of the Bay Haven School of Basics Plus. 

BAY HAVEN SCHOOL OF BASICS PLUS 
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Commitment for Students 

• I will remain quiet, orderly, and task oriented in the classroom. 

• I will be responsible for completing and turning in class work as-

signments and homework on time. 

• I will care for books, furniture, equipment, rooms, and restrooms, 

leaving them unmarked and in the same condition as they were 

found. 

• I will be respectful of others’ rights and property. 

• I will speak courteously to any adult or child and will display good 

manners at all times. 

• I will not fight or use inappropriate language or gestures. 

• I will not intimidate, bully, harass or threaten others. 

• I will display good sportsmanship at all times. 

• I will move from one area of the school to another in a quiet and 

orderly manner. 

• I will follow the school dress code as explained in the handbook. 

• I will not bring candy, gum, or toys to school. 

• I will be responsible for bringing any notice from my teacher, par-

ents, or guardian to or from school. 

• As a Bay Haven student, my behavior will reflect my commitment 

in all locations - a) bus stops, b) busses, c) Child Care, d) bath-

rooms, e) cafeteria, f) picnic areas, g) recess, h) field trips, i) be-

fore-school activities, j) after-school activities, and k) parent pick 

up. 

• I understand cell phones/electronic devices must remain in back-

packs and be turned off during school hours. 

• I understand that I may be returned to my districted school if this 

contract is not followed. 
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Commitment for Parents 

• I will support the total Bay Haven School of Basics Plus program, phi-

losophy, staff, administration, and P.T.O. 

• I will support the hours of the school by having my child in the class-

room before 9:30 a.m. where he/she will remain until 4:15p.m.  If I am 

picking up my child, I will be there by 4:30 p.m.  I understand that I 

will be charged a Child Care fee if my child is not picked up by 4:30 

p.m. 

• I will show, by my example, support for the standards of student con-

duct. 

• I will check my child’s binder and backpack daily. 

• I will review homework for neatness and completion, and initial it. 

• I will complete ten (10) hours of voluntary work each school year.  Six 

of these hours must be completed prior to Winter Break. 

• I will immediately notify the school office, in writing, of any change of 

address and/or phone number where I can be reached during the 

school day. 

• I will provide a written explanation of my child’s absence upon his/her 

return to school. 

• I will make arrangements to have my child taken home from school 

during the school day if I am asked to for illness or for disciplinary 

reasons. 

• I understand that my child may be returned to his/her districted school 

should the contract not be fulfilled. 

• I will read the Parent/Student handbook and review it with my child.  

NOTE:  At the end of December, a list of families not honoring the contract 

will be compiled.  Each of these families will be required to meet with the 

Dismissal Committee to evaluate continued eligibility in the Basics Plus 

Program. 
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Child Care Program 

 

The before and after-school Child Care  

program operates on regularly scheduled 

school days, beginning with the first day of 

school.  Before-school care is from 7:00 a.m. 

until 9:05 a.m. and after-school care is from 

4:30p.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

 

Calculation of fees is based on how many days your child is in 

child care during the month.  Documentation of free or reduced 

lunch will be necessary to determine eligibility.  Parent pick-up 

after 6:00 p.m. will require a late fee of $1.00 per minute to be 

paid at that time. 

 

Tuition is due the first week of the following of the month.  
Tuition is accepted online or through personal check or cash. 

Falling behind in payment of tuition by more than two weeks 

can result in removal of your child from the program. Additional 

fees will be charged and collected for checks returned for insuf-

ficient funds and you will be asked to pay by cash or money or-

der. 

 

Please refer to the Child Care handbook for further details. 

 

 

BAY HAVEN SCHOOL OF BASICS PLUS 
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Breakfast and Lunch 
 

The Sarasota County School’s Food Service 

Department provides nutritional meals for 

students. 

 

In addition to the regular hot lunch, a choice 

bar, and breakfast is available for all         

students.  As children make choices about 

their lunch, they are learning the decision making process. 

 

Parents will be advised of the lunch costs at the beginning of the 

school year.  Money is due each Monday if paying for the week.  

The parent or student is responsible for paying for the lunches 

in the lunchroom before school on Monday mornings or on a 

daily basis before school each day.  Students who bring their 

own lunches may purchase milk following the same procedures. 

 

Checks covering lunches or milk should be made payable to 

Bay Haven School of Basics Plus. Please write the student’s 

name, pin number, and grade on each check.  Families can also 

deposit funds in their student’s account online at myschool-

bucks.com.  Credit for unused lunches is carried forward.  Free 

or reduced cost may be       obtained by completing the neces-

sary forms located on the  district website under School and 

Menus.  For those students who choose to use this service, a  

nutritional breakfast will be served each morning prior to regu-

lar school hours. 

 

Parents are invited to purchase a cafeteria lunch and to dine 

with their child(ren) whenever possible.  A nominal fee is 

charged to adults. 

 
Food Service provides the opportunity for daily, weekly,              

and monthly payments.  When your child’s account is empty, a        

reminder notice is sent.  It is critical that you keep funds in your 

child’s account and that you are clear with what you want your child 

to purchase.   

 

BAY HAVEN SCHOOL OF BASICS PLUS 
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INSURANCE: 
 

A low-cost school accident policy is 

available for all students.  Application forms 

for this coverage are sent home with each 

student during the first week of school. 

 

 

SPIRIT DAYS: 
 

Basics Plus holds school-wide Spirit Days centered 

around our helping our school community and the 

Sarasota community at large.  In November, we 

assist in the Mayor’s Feed the Hungry campaign.  In 

December, we focus on helping our own Basics Plus 

families in need.  In April, our focus is on Earth Day. 

 

 

 

MOTTO & COLORS: 
 

The school motto is “A Bright Spot By The Bay” and the colors 

are Blue & Gray. 

 

 

SCHOOL MASCOT: 
 

“Manny” The Manatee 

 

 

BAY HAVEN CHEER: 
 

East is east 

West is west 

Basics Plus 

Is the best! 
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LOST & FOUND: 
All lost items will be kept in the cafeteria.  It is recommended 

that your child’s possessions be clearly la-

beled (name tags, pen, etc.) to assist in the 

return of misplaced articles.  At different 

times during the school year, all unclaimed 

lost items will be given to a needy family/

families as determined by the staff of the 

school.  Lost and found articles are not carried over from year to 

year. 

 

 

SCHOOL PICTURES: 
Each year during the fall months, individual school pictures will 

be taken of your child.  Class pictures will be taken 

during the year.  Parents will be        notified, in ad-

vance, of the cost of these pictures and the date pic-

tures are scheduled to be taken.         Purchase of 

pictures is optional.  A school yearbook is also avail-

able for purchase in the spring. 

 

 

Donations / Gifts 
A Consumable Supply donation envelope is sent home at the 

beginning of the school year.  A $10.00 donation is requested 

(not mandatory) to help with ordering supplies for students that 

are not covered by our budget. 

 

 

Meet The Teacher 

Our Meet the Teacher event is typically held the Monday before 

school starts  from 1:30-3pm followed by our annual ice cream 

social .  

BAY HAVEN SCHOOL OF BASICS PLUS 
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Student Placement 
 

Many pieces of information are considered when the Bay Haven 

staff develop class lists.  Please note that your child’s placement 

for the next year is based upon the following list and the fact 

that they have known your child for a full school year. 

• Academic levels 

• Support services  

• Student behavior needs 

• Administrative recommendations 

Parent input on a child’s placement will also be considered by 

completing a form obtained from the office and returned by the 

end of April. 

Please remember that it is every teacher’s intent to ensure         

a successful year for each child and his/her family. We appreci-

ate your support in the placement of your child. 
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Absences, Tardies and Early Dismissals 
Students are expected to attend school each of the 180 regular 

school days; however, it is understood that excused absences 

will occur.  A child who is absent must present, upon return, a 

written excuse to the teacher signed by the parent/guardian 

that contains the reason for the absence and the date it oc-

curred. Over nine excused absences per semester or 18 for ill-

ness in a school year is considered excessive.  Students whose 

absences for illness exceed these numbers must have a parent/

guardian statement on file at the school explaining such absenc-

es or tardies.  Once a student’s  absences for illness are exces-

sive without information on file, the principal may require a 

doctor’s statement for further absences to be excused. 

 

1. Students are expected to be in class from 9:30am to 4:15pm. 

2. Definition of “EXCUSED” absence: a) Medical appointment, b)

Illness, c)Religious holidays. Please note VACATION is not an ex-

cused absence. 

3. After five (5) “Unexcused Absences” the school will send a letter 

to the families informing them that the “Unexcused Absences” will 

result in a phone call from the school’s administration. 

4. Further “Unexcused Absences” may result in a visit from the 

school’s Social Worker to the home and the student will be placed 

on “Probation.”   

5. Any further “Unexcused Absences” after “Probation” will result in 

“Probation” for the remainder of the year and additional 

“Unexcused Absences” will result in dismissal. 

 

 

Page 14 



BAY HAVEN SCHOOL OF BASICS PLUS 

Page 15 

Students at Bay Haven School of Basics Plus who are tardy, or leave 

school before the end of the day, must be in compliance with Florida 

Statute 228.041(13) and 6a-1.044(6)(a) School Board Education Rules to 

be counted as present for the day.  The following procedure has been 

established to ensure consistent implementation of the School Board 

Student Absence Rules: 

• A doctor’s note is required to excuse early dismissals or tardies. 

• After the 9:30 bell, your child will be marked tardy unless due to a 

late bus. 

Tardies: 

1. After five (5) tardies the office will send home a form letter to the 

family. 

2. After ten (10) tardies a dismissal meeting will be scheduled to  

discuss the contract which requires your child to be on time to 

school every day.  Continued tardies may result in dismissal from 

the   Basics Plus Program. 

Early Dismissals: 

1. An early dismissal is defined as leaving campus before 4:05. No 

changes in dismissal will  be taken by the office after 3:30  No 

early dismissals after 3:30 as it impedes dismissal time. 

2. After five (5) early dismissals the office will send home a form   

letter to the family and a meeting with administration will be 

scheduled.  Early dismissals are excused when a doctor’s note is 

provided. 

3. After ten (10) early dismissals, a dismissal meeting will be     

scheduled to  discuss the contract which requires your child to be 

on time to school every day.  Continued early dismissals may   

result in dismissal from the Basics Plus Program. 

BAY HAVEN SCHOOL OF BASICS PLUS 
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Homework 
It is the school's position that homework is a beneficial and necessary 

tool which aids the student in his/her academic growth.  Homework is 

an extension of the day’s learning experiences, assigned frequently to 

reinforce classroom learning.  Parents are expected to support the  

policy as stated below: 

1. Homework will be assigned at all grade levels. 

2. Parents are expected to provide a suitable study area for their 
child. 

3. Homework may be in written or non-written form.  Reading every 
night is  required. 

4. Homework is to be completed neatly and properly, according to 
teacher direction. 

5. Assigned homework is to be completed on time. 

6. It is expected that parents review homework for neatness and 
completion, and initial it. 

7. No homework assignments will be given or during standardized 
testing. 

8. Per Sarasota County School Board policy, homework will not be 
assigned on the day of a religious holiday.  

9. Upon approval of a homework request for an extended absence, 
the classroom teacher will prepare assignments up to a maximum 
of one week for the child to complete. (i.e. a week’s worth of work 
requires at least a week’s notice). 

10. If a child is to be absent from school for a significantly longer    
period of time, the teacher does have the responsibility of main-
taining copies of student handouts and worksheets.  When the 
child returns to school, assignments are to be completed within 2 
school days for every day of absence. 

Homework Contract: 

Consequences for failure to complete homework: 

• Failure to complete three (3) assignments in two (2) weeks will 
result in a telephone call from the teacher or a parent conference. 

• Another missed assignment in the next two (2) weeks will result in 
a warning letter. 

• Another missed assignment in the next two (2) weeks will result in 
a dismissal meeting. 



 

Transportation Home 

 
Parents should e-mail, send a note to your child’s teacher or call front 

office regarding dismissal plans.  Our staff will send student’s home in 

the usual manner.  (This includes a temporary or permanent change of 

bus number, Child Care, parent pick-up, etc.).   

 

Bicycle Riders 

 

• Bicycle racks are available at the front of the school.  It is recom-

mended that parents/guardians purchase a bicycle lock to safe-

guard the child’s property. A form signed by parents for all lone 

bike riders. 

Bus Riders 

 

• Transportation by bus is a privilege that will be provided for     

students residing two or more miles from the school.  Information 

regarding bus routes and pick-up points on each 

route will be provided at the beginning of the 

school year and upon request. 

• This year, parents who want their child to ride a 

bus MUST register their child beforehand at 

https://airtable.com/shrcIqzuw40mB87uA  

• Children wishing to ride another bus/change stops on current bus 

must have a note, and the note must be approved by the school 

office. 

• Bus riders are expected to follow the rules and regulations regard-

ing safety and behavior on the bus and at the pick-up/drop-off 

locations. 

• Assigned school personnel will be on duty to meet the 

busses in the morning and to monitor the boarding of 

busses at dismissal time. 
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Bus Riders Discipline Procedures 

 
All children must follow safety policies established by the               

transportation department.  Disruptive children on a school bus can 

cause a very unsafe situation, which could be tragic.  When a child can-

not follow the rules on the bus, the principal may suspend him/her 

from riding the bus.  It then becomes the obligation of the parent to 

transport the child to and from school.  The following action will be 

taken for misbehavior on the bus: 

Bus Misconduct Report — A misconduct report will be written if contin-

ued rule infractions occur. 

 1st misconduct report: Parent/guardian will be notified by Route 

Supervisor. 

 2nd misconduct report: Parent/guardian will be notified by Route 

Supervisor/school administration. This is the last step and oppor-

tunity for improvement before county referrals are written. 

Bus  Referrals — If a student chooses to continue making poor choices 

despite the reminders and support provided by the Misconduct Re-

ports, a bus referral will be written. A recommendation by the Route 

Supervisor will be summited for the student to be suspended from the 

bus. 

1st Referral — 1 day bus suspension 

2nd Referral — 3 days bus suspension 

3rd Referral — 5 days bus suspension 

4th Referral — Recommendation for bus expulsion for the remainder of 

the year. School bus transportation  is a privilege not a right. 

BAY HAVEN SCHOOL OF BASICS PLUS 
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Bay Haven School of Basics Plus 

W. Tamiami Circle 

Student Drop-Off  
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Car Riders 

All parents and guardians picking up children from car-

line MUST have a dismissal tag. Children will be waiting 

in specified classrooms. If you need a new dismissal tag 

please stop by the office and see the receptionist.  

Student Pick-Up 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Drop-Off & Pick-Up 
 

Rules have been established for parent drop-off to begin each day 

and for parent pick-up to end each day.  Safety is of utmost          

importance, so you will be required to follow Bay Haven rules.      

Drivers should remain in their vehicles and wait their turn to drop-

off or pick-up children.  Staff supervision is provided.  Parking 

across the street or south of this zone endangers everybody by 

having children in the street.  We will not support this behavior.  

Dropping off or picking up children in the staff parking lot is also a 

violation of our rules.  Please follow our procedures or your behav-

ior will be considered a violation of our Bay Haven contract. 

Supervised dismissal ends at 4:30 p.m.  Children who have not 

been picked up are sent to Child Care and a $8.00 fee will be     

assessed for that day. 

 

Walkers/Bicycle Riders 
 

A form in the office must be filled out and signed by the parent/

guardian detailing the students route home. The student will be dis-

missed once staff members are at the cross walk.   

Discipline 
Since the goals of Bay Haven School of Basics Plus foster high 

standards of achievement and conduct in each of our students, a 

strict discipline code must be maintained.  Student discipline is 

a joint responsibility that must be shared by home and school.  

A good working relationship is fostered if there is mutual under-

standing as to what is required in the way of behavior. 

 

Code of Student Conduct 
Please refer to ‘Commitments for Student’ section on page 8 of 

this handbook. 

 

Dismissal from Basics Plus 
A student may be dismissed from school for one or more of the 

following reasons: 

• Failure of the student to follow the rules as stated in his/her 
contract commitments. 

• Failure of the parents/guardians to adhere to his/her (their) 
signed contract commitments. 

• Gross violations of the contract may result in immediately 
moving to Step #6. 

 

Contract Violation Procedure 

The parent will be made aware of the problem situation.  Verbal 

and written contacts with the parent(s) will be documented and 

on-going. 

The child and situation will be discussed among the grade level 

team for ideas. 

Articulation between the classroom teacher(s) and specialists 

will take place. 

The teacher, administration and appropriate staff will meet to 

discuss possible interventions. 

The child will be brought to C.A.R.E. for discussion. 

 

BAY HAVEN SCHOOL OF BASICS PLUS 

Page 20 



Contract Violation Procedure continued 

The Dismissal Committee: 

• will reach consensus on action to be taken. 

• can recommend probation.  The parameters of the proba-
tion are to be set by the committee.  

• A child may be placed on probation more than one time 
while attending Basics Plus.  Records will be kept to ensure 

that the student does not have a pattern of probation. 

• May recommend dismissal.  Re-entry is not an option. 

DISMISSAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Principal/Assistant Principal 

Counselor 

Specialist Representative 

Classroom Teacher 

Child’s parents 

ESE Liaison (if applicable) 

Dress Code 

Students, faculty, staff and parent volunteers are expected to 

dress  appropriately.  Appearance should always be neat and 

clean. 

Students are expected to wear: 

• Shirts or blouses 

• Slacks (hemmed and “ride” on or above hip bones) 

• Skirts or dresses 

• Shorts (must be hemmed, loose fitting, at least mid-thigh / 
thumb length and “ride” on or above hip bones) 

• Shoes (compatible with physical education activities) 
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Dress Code (Continued) 

• Shoes (compatible with physical education 
activities) 

• Sweaters or jackets as necessary. 

• Clothing that covers undergarments. 

STUDENTS MAY NOT WEAR 

• Half-midriff outfits 

• Mesh or see-through garments 

• Strapless dresses, blouses or tube tops 

• Clothing with inappropriate messages or logos 

• Cutoffs or baggy shorts / pants 

• Backless shoes of any kind 

• High heels / platform shoes 

• Biker shorts 

• Tank tops (with straps less than 3 fingers wide) 

• Spaghetti strap tops 

• Hats or bandanas (unless on special days) 

• Roller blade sneakers 

• Leggings (only with long shirt  completely covering bottom) 

You will be called to bring more appropriate clothing if a   ques-

tion arises. 

 
 

BAY HAVEN SCHOOL OF BASICS PLUS 
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Field Trips 
1. No child shall be excluded from a field trip because of ina-

bility to pay for any costs of the trip. 

2. Parents shall be informed in writing of all pertinent details 

on any proposed field trip. 

3. Parental written permission is required before any student 

will be taken on a field trip.  
4. Private cars shall not be used for such trips unless approved 

by the principal or the director of elementary schools. 

5. If children will not be in school during lunch time, arrange-

ments will be made with the school lunchroom manager and 

parents to provide lunches. 

6. All classes shall be accompanied by 

the teacher and additional adults, 

such as parents.  All parent chaper-

ones must be VOLUNTEER ap-

proved. 

7. All out of county field trips must have 

parent signatures   notarized. 
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Chaperone Guidelines 
1. Comply with and meet the background check requirements 

for Sarasota County School Board volunteers/chaperones 

and agree to abide by the District Volunteer Guidelines.  

ALL Chaperones must be VOLUNTEER Approved. 

2. Recognize that the classroom teacher is ultimately            

responsible for all students.  His/Her directions must be   

followed by both students and chaperones. 

3. Understand that students must be kept under close adult 

supervision at all times.  Chaperones are to report issues or 

concerns immediately to the supervising teacher. 

4. Assist the teacher in making sure that all students are       

accounted for during the trip or activity, especially prior to 

leaving the field trip location or dismissing of students     

following the activity. 

5. Acknowledge that trips or events extending beyond regular 

school hours means that the sponsor and chaperones are 

responsible for students until they are released to parents. 

6. Agree that smoking and the use of alcoholic beverages are 

not permitted for any individual (adult or student)            

participating in a school sponsored activity according to the 

Sarasota County School Board Safe and Drug Free Schools 

policy. 
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Health Room 
Any child who becomes ill or injured at school is sent to the school 

health room.  If a child is seriously ill or injured, the parent/

guardian will be notified immediately to pick-up the child.  It is   

extremely important that the parent’s correct home and office 

phone numbers be on file at the school.  We also 

need two (2) emergency contact numbers on file 

at all times.  Be sure to notify the school of any 

changes in phone numbers. 

 

Lunch at the Picnic Tables 
Parents are welcome to eat lunch in the courtyard with their child

(ren).  For safety reasons parents are allowed to only sign their 

child(ren) out for lunch. 

Religious Beliefs 
It is the parents’ responsibility to inform the teacher that they     

desire their child’s religious beliefs be respected in the classroom.  

It is suggested that the parents and teachers confer and decide   

upon a mutually agreeable system to monitor schoolwork.   

Parties: 

Bay Haven discourages hosting parties during instructional 

time.  Teachers will not send birthday invitations with students 

unless all classmates are invited.  

Home Baked Items 
The Health Department strongly discourages bringing in food pre-

pared in a private home.  Any food items to be shared with students 

should be commercially prepared and packaged with all ingredi-

ents listed on the front label. 

 

Safety Drills on Campus 
In an effort to remain prepared in the case of an emergency, we 

will complete monthly safety drills throughout the school year 

including Fire Drills, Lockdown Drills and Severe Weather 

Drills.  For more information, please contact your child’s teach-

er. School administration will send messages home at the con-

clusion of these drills to keep families informed.  

 

Media Center 
The Media Center is an extension of the classroom and is available 

to individual groups as the need arises. 

The circulation policy for students is: One book per 

student may be checked out at a time for students in 

grades Kg.and 1st, two books in grade 2nd, and three 

books per student may be checked out by students in 

grades 3-5.  Books are due in one week, but they may 

be renewed if needed.   

Lost books will be paid for at the replacement rate.  Refunds will be 

made during the school year for found books.  Damaged books will 

be assessed charges according to the binding cost, cost of      

mending material or replacement. 

 

 

Permission to Leave Campus 
Students will be excused during school hours for medical 

or dental appointments.  A note from the doctor must be 

provided and serves as the excused note. 

A parent or guardian must sign out the student before 

leaving the school and check in when they return.  A log 

form is kept in the office to be signed by the adult taking responsi-

bility for the child. Please see page 14 for information on Early Dis-

missal.  

 

Report Cards 
Report Cards are issued quarterly and distributed via the parent 

portal.  Report Cards in some of the grade levels are delivered 

through a parent conference at the end of the first grading period.  

Parents are expected to sign and return the parent comment sheet 

promptly to the teacher.  A composite sheet of the four report     

periods is presented to parents at the end of the school year. 
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STUDENT ACADEMIC RECOGNITION 

Principal’s List: 
Straight “A” Recognition . . . Every nine (9) weeks the principal 

holds a special ceremony.  Parents will receive an invitation to 

this “Principal’s List Ceremony” in the child’s Report Card. 

 
 

Principal’s Excellent Effort Award: 
Quarterly recognition of students with a “never give up” atti-

tude in school. 
 
Caring Citizenship Award: 
Quarterly recognition of students who demonstrate thoughtful, 

helpful, respectful, and caring behavior on a consistent basis at 

Bay Haven.  
 

 

A & B Honor Roll: 
Students who earn all A’s and B’s on their Report Card will re-

ceive a Certificate of Achievement and coupons in their Report 

Card.   

 

Report Card Grading Policy 
 

Academic Code 

 

A = Outstanding Progress (90—100%) 

B = Above Average (80—89%) 

C = Average Progress (70—79%) 

D = Lowest Acceptable Progress (60—69%) 

F = Failing (59% & Below) 

BAY HAVEN SCHOOL OF BASICS PLUS 
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Exceptional Student Education 
Bay Haven School of Basics Plus offers five Exceptional Student 

Education programs. 

The Speech and Language Program (SLP) is designed to help 

students who have difficulty saying and understanding words.  

Students in this program learn how to pronounce words         

correctly and put words together in a meaningful way in order 

to communicate well with teachers, friends, and family. 

The Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD) program offers alterna-

tive or additional instruction to help students reach their aca-

demic potential. A variety of materials are used to enhance 

learning. 

The Occupational Therapy (OT) program is available for the 

student who needs assistance with gross motor movement prob-

lems.  The Gifted program is offered for students meeting the           

eligibility criteria as established by the county and state   

guidelines. 

Curriculum 
It is the belief of Bay Haven that basic to the instruction of all 

students is the individual’s development emotionally, socially, 

physically, and academically. 

The curriculum of the school emphasizes student achievement 

in basic skills plus an accent on excellence.  Programs and    

materials required for instruction will be carefully selected to 

ensure that every student is performing at a level                   

commensurate with his/her ability.  Classes will be taught in a 

quiet, structured, disciplined, and orderly environment.  Before 

and after-school enrichment program opportunities are       

sometimes available. 

Curriculum information can be found at (http://

www.sarasotacountyschools.net/departments/curriculum 

Testing 

The testing calendar can be found on the district website under 

testing calendars. 
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COMMUNICATION 

Administration 
Because of the nature of the Basics Plus program, which               

emphasizes a strong three-way commitment among the student, 

parent, and school, the administration team has become fully in-

volved in    assisting with this objective.  The administration team is 

available to assist  students, teachers, and parents in whatever way 

possible to ensure a wholesome learning environment at Bay Ha-

ven, and also to help parents and teachers communicate more ef-

fectively. 

 

Parent Conferences 
Parents will meet with the teacher at least one time during the 

school year.  Special conferences will be scheduled when           

disciplinary action is required or at the request of the teacher or 

principal.  If you feel the need to talk with your child’s teacher, 

please do so by first calling for an appointment so a mutually 

agreeable time can be arranged.  During the regular school day, 

teachers have duties other than teaching (staff meetings or in-

service training seminars) which restrict their conference time.  If a 

phone call will suffice, this can be one way of holding a short     

conference (359-5800). 

Visitation Procedures 
 

All parents/guardians wishing to visit the school must first   re-

port to the front office and present a valid driver’s license (any 

state), or official state photo identification card (any state) to be 

scanned by the RAPTOR System (sexual offender/predator data-

base).  Other forms of photo identification accepted are U.S. 

Military Identification card, Foreign Consulate card, Sarasota 

County School Board employee photo identification card, Resi-

dent Alien card, or Temporary Protected Status Card. 
 

 

PARENT / TEACHER ORGANIZATION 
 

Parental involvement and engagement in the school culture is criti-

cal to the success of our children.  Please be as involved with the 

Bay Haven PTO as you can be. The PTO hosts many different events 

throughout the school year on campus—all of our families are wel-

come to attend.  

The PTO is always in need of volunteers to help coordinate and 

lead various campus activities —please reach out to our PTO lead-

ership for volunteering opportunities.  

Yearly elections are held for the office of president, vice-

presidents, secretaries, and treasurer to lead the PTO.  An Execu-

tive Board comprising of the PTO officers and other parents admin-

ister the PTO program. 

 

 

Animals in the Classroom 
Animals in the Classroom are at Principal and Teacher disgres-

sion 
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Volunteer Programs 

 
Registration Process 

For the safety of our children, all registered volunteers are    

required to pass a Florida Department of Law Enforcement 

(FDLE) state criminal background check done through RAPTOR.  

Individuals desiring volunteer assignments in our facilities must 

provide social security numbers and other personal information 

required to perform this check.   

Principals are responsible for all persons on their campuses. It 

is a courtesy to the principals and a responsibility of the volun-

teer to be part of these safe campus procedures. Always report 

to the school office before you begin your volunteer activity.  

Present your driver’s license or state identification badge to be 

scanned by RAPTOR and receive your identification badge. All 

visitors are required to have a badge visibly on them at all 

times while on campus.  

NOTE:  Your personal information does not leave the school 

system and is not on the internet.  Firewalls are in place to 

ensure security. 

Register and Log Hours 

To sign up to volunteer go to: Sarasotacountyschools.net 

Click on Find It Fast then Get Involved. 

Pick which level volunteering you wish to do and follow the 

prompts. This is where you will create your volunteering ac-

count. 

To Log Hours: on the left hand screen of community relations 
click on Logging Hours. Click:  

• To access the online volunteer portal 

This takes you to the volunteer portal where you sign in to log 

your hours. 

Volunteers are covered by Workers’ Compensation insurance 

while on campus.  To qualify you must be a registered volun-

teer who has signed in each time you are on campus. 
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Volunteer Work Assignments 

• Email your child’s teacher to pre-arrange classroom volun-
teering or to work on projects  at home.  Teacher email ad-

dresses may be found on our website. 

• The cafeteria and media center are always in need of help-
ers.  Lunch times are from 11:10 am to 1:45 pm and media 

hours are 9:30 am to 3:30pm.  No pre-arrangement neces-

sary. 

• Saturdays: Jog-A-Thon, Beautification Days, Spring and Fall 
Festivals.  Contact PTO for additional opportunities. 

Helpful Hints for Volunteers 

Some hints to make your volunteer experience more effective 

and enjoyable: 

• Be dependable:  We appreciate your sincere commitment.  
Remember that the students and teachers are counting on 

you.  Please be on time, and if you are unable to come, 

please call. Siblings are not permitted in classrooms while 

volunteering.  

• Remember that your position is one of support.  It is         
important to follow the teacher’s directions and work within 

the existing classroom and school policies.  We’re always 

open to your thoughts and suggestions, however, until you 

get the approval from the person in charge, please do not 

act on them.  Let the teacher handle any disciplinary     

problems. 

• Be professional:  What goes on in the school needs to stay in 
the school.  We appreciate your confidentiality in school 

matters.  If any questions or challenges arise, please turn to 

the appropriate person, as your concerns are important to 

us.  We hope that your experiences in school spark a new 

area of interest for you.  Continue learning … new ideas and 

skills are exciting. 

• Be positive:  The students will enjoy seeing you on campus.  
A smile and a few words of praise and encouragement will 

bring results that will be rewarding for you and the           

students. 
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